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CHILDREN (EQUAL PROTECTION FROM ASSAULT) (SCOTLAND) BILL  

SUBMISSION FROM KENNETH STEWART  

 

I write on behalf of the Reformed Presbyterian Church of Scotland as part of the 

consultation process in connection with the proposed criminalisation of physical 

chastisement as a means of disciplining children, and do so in order to object to the 

proposal – for the following reasons: 

First of all, thousands of Scottish Christian parents, who take the teachings of the Bible 

seriously, use ‘smacking’ because the Bible requires them to do so as part of the process of 

nurturing and disciplining their children.  

Second, moderate physical discipline of this kind has been used by millions of parents 

across cultures and across the millennia as an effective deterrence – particularly in the 

absence of developed powers of abstract reasoning in the child. 

Third, a great number of parents will feel that this proposal will, effectively, hinder them from 

disciplining their children and will, accordingly, make family life even harder. 

Fourth, the use of this kind of chastisement has never been confused – until recently – with 

the abuse of it, which occurs when unreasonable force is applied. The current law, which 

has now been on the statute book for a significant length of time, has proved perfectly 

adequate in dealing with such abuse. As with every other good law, in order to be effective 

it only needs to be properly enforced. 

Fifth, this legislation will criminalise mainly working class, and often, single parents. Does 

the government really want to add the fear of possible criminalisation to their existing 

worries? 

Sixth, when physical chastisement is carried out within a family, in a context of love and 

respect, it is not only acceptable to the child but leads to a deepened relationship between 

the child and its parent – as thousands of adults raised this way will testify. 

Seventh, it has not been shown that children brought up with moderate and loving 

smacking, within the family, are damaged psychologically by it. And, in the absence of such 

clear evidence, a practice adopted by so many parents, and deemed right by them, ought 

not to be made illegal. Rather, the current law, which forbids unreasonable force and 

protects the freedom of conscience of Christian parents, as well as the consciences of 

those of other faiths and none, should remain in force. 

I write, on behalf of the church, with the sincere and prayerful desire that this proposal will 

not be adopted and that parents will be able to continue, with the full support of the law, to 

raise their children as their conscience, their instincts – and their Bible – tells them. 


